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MOROGORO BIBLE COLLEGE 
Essay topics on the book of Acts 

Write an essay on one of these topics. You must submit this essay by 2 pm on Monday 7 September. 
The maximum length is  

• 2000 words if you are in the first year of your course (Certificate) 
• 2500 words if you are in the second year of your course (Diploma) 
• 3000 words if you are in the third year of the BA (English) 

 
1. What are the characteristics of church life in Acts? 

a. Read through Acts and find passages which speak about church life. Identify the key 
characteristics of church life in those passages. 

b. Consider what theological understanding lies behind the early believers’ actions. 
c. Read a Bible commentary on those key passages, and add to your ideas from the 

commentary. 
d. What does this imply for church life in your area today? 
e. Organise your essay to present your ideas clearly. 
f. Remember to give a bibliography of the books and articles you have used. 

2. Does Paul have a missionary strategy in Acts? 
a. Read through Acts 13–20, and identify how Paul makes decisions about moving from one 

place to another. 
b. Think about how Paul carries out his mission in the places he visits in these chapters. What 

characteristics do you identify? 
c. Read Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church, especially chapter 10, and add to your 

notes from Green’s ideas. A computer-Swahili translation is available, as well as the English 
original at: http://stevewalton.info  

d. What does this imply for how to carry out mission in your area today? 
e. Organise your essay to present your ideas clearly. 
f. Remember to give a bibliography of the books and articles you have used. 

3. What picture does Acts give of how believers relate to the Roman empire? 
a. Read through Acts 13–28, and identify places where believers engage with the Roman 

empire, either at an official level or by informally meeting representatives of the Roman 
empire. 

b. Consider how the representatives of the Roman empire deal with Paul and other believers, 
and how Paul and the believers respond. Is there a pattern here? 

c. Can you identify principles in how the believers deal with the Roman empire in these 
different situations? 

d. Read Steve Walton, ‘The State They Were In: Luke’s View of the Roman Empire’, and add 
to your notes from Walton’s ideas. A computer-Swahili translation is available, as well as the 
English original at: http://stevewalton.info 

e. What does this imply for how Christians relate to civic authorities in your area today? 
f. Organise your essay to present your ideas clearly. 
g. Remember to give a bibliography of the books and articles you have used. 


