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Starting at the end

* ‘Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at
the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. He
had four unmarried daughters who prophesied.

Acts 21:8-9

- this meeting the source for the stories in Acts 8




Going back to the beginning

« ‘who was one of the seven’ 21:8 — Acts 6:1-7
- seven men chose to be administrators 6:3

- ‘well spoken of’

* ‘full of the Spirit’

« ‘full of...wisdom’




Leaving Jerusalem

- persecution leads to fleeing the city 8:|

- Philip leaves

+ God uses persecution to grow the community

- Philip goes to Samaria 8:4-25

» recall ‘you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judaea, in Samaria, and to the end of the earth’ |:8




Leaving |erusalem

- the Samaritans

* monotheists

* recognised Pentateuch, but not other OT books
» kept circumcision and food laws

* their own temple on Mount Gerizim John 4:20

‘not...a nation...the foolish people who live at
Shechem’ Sirach 50:20-26

- ‘apostates from the Jewish nation’
Josephus, Ant. 11.8.6 §340




Leaving Jerusalem

« the Samaritans in Luke

* Peter and John Luke wanting to call down fire 9:51-56
* hints that Jesus’ ministry will include Samaritans

- the good Samaritan 10:29-37

* the thankful Samaritan (former) leper 17:11-19

- although notice ‘Go nowhere among the gentiles, and
enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel’ Matthew 10:5-6

« restoration of Israel themes

» Philip rejected by unbelieving Jewish leadership goes
to Samaritans 8:|




God acts in Samaria 8:4-13

- Philip is peripheral to what happens

- verb subjects vv 6,7,8,9, 10-11, 12, 13
- Philip ‘went’ v 5—forced exit from Jerusalem
- Philip ‘proclaimed’ v 5—"the Messiah’
-+ Samaritan expectation of the Taheb Deut |18:18-22
- Philip ‘did’ sighs v 6—words and works
- v 7/ ‘for'—signs are intrinsic to the gospel

- Philip ‘proclaimed good news’ v | 2—concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus the Messiah

- the apostles do this 8:4
* Jesus does it Luke 4:18,43; 7:22; 20:|




God acts in Samaria 8:4-13

» the crowd’s response is genuine
* baptism v |2
* lots of them! [imperfect]
- women and men
* they came to believe v |2 [aorist];as 16:14
» Samaria has ‘accepted the word of God’ v 14
* Peter and John
- don’t preach afresh, but pray

* Luke’s raised eyebrows! v 16




God acts in Samaria 8:4-13

» the crowd’s response is genuine

* Peter and John

« divine focus

+  God’s initiative—people respond to God and God’s
message

+ ‘of God’ vv 12, 14,25

- centres on Jesus the Messiah vv 5, 12, |6
» the gift of the Spirit vv 15,17, 18, 19,20
» divine ‘signs’ vv 6-7, | 3—joy v 8

- Simon’s failure to recognise it is all about God
vv 20,21, 23




God acts in Samaria 8:4-13

- Philip and Simon

- ‘they kept paying close attention vv 6, 10, | |
- astonishment/amazement vv 9, | |, |13
» Simon’s claim to be ‘great’ vv 9, |10
» results of Philip’s ministry are ‘great’ vv 7, | 3
- ‘power’ language vv |0, |3

» ‘Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the signs
and great deeds of power he saw.

- Simon moves from being amazing to being amazed




God acts in Samaria 8:4-13

- Philip and Peter and John

- Philip disappears when Peter and John come visit 14

e unusual situationv |6

» but illustrates Philip’s ministry well




Philip and the eunuch 8:26-40

- divine encounter—a story about God
- Philip
* responds to God’s initiative
* Vv 26-27
* the Ethiopian v 27 [Deut 23:1]
- v29
- listens to the eunuch
* v 30 reading lsaiah
v 31 asks for help

* v 34 asks an intelligent question




Philip and the eunuch 8:26-40

- divine encounter—a story about God
- Philip
* responds to God’s initiative
- listens to the eunuch
* v 30 reading Isaiah
v 31 asks for help

* v 34 asks an intelligent question
* vv 32-34 Isaiah 53:10-12




3 Do not let the foreigner joined to the LORD say,
“The LORD will surely separate me
from his people”;
and do not let the eunuch say,
“l am just a dry tree.”
4 For thus says the LORD:
To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me
and hold fast my covenant,
5 | will give,in my house and within my walls,
a monument and a name
better than sons and daughters;
| will give them an everlasting name
that shall not be cut off.

|saiah 56:3-5




Philip and the eunuch 8:26-40

- divine encounter—a story about God
- Philip

* responds to God’s initiative

« listens to the eunuch

* v 30 reading Isaiah
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» v 35 responds to the eunuch’s question

- vv 37-38 baptises the eunuch

» the eunuch goes on his way rejoicing v 39




Reflecting on this story

- distinguish evangelist, apologist, witness

* Luke’s technical use of ‘witness’ for eyewitness

- ‘Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have’ | Peter 3:15

- ask God for the ability to recognise spiritually hungry

people

* God uses people open to him and to others

* be ready to go to the uncomfortable place

» 21:8-9 Philip is still ‘the evangelist’ 25 years later

- being open to settle in a place for a long time

- not hankering for ‘the old days’




You can get these slides from:
Acts and More




