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Where we're going

- studying effects of the Spirit’s work among not-yet-
believers and Jesus-followers in Acts

» bringing sin to light and enabling repentance
- shaping desires in a godly direction
- forming a godly interdependent community

» breaking down barriers to form an international
people of God

- enabling and empowering ministries which shape
God’s people

» (re)directing God’s people in God’s direction

- speaking and interpreting Scripture




Bringing sin to light and enabling repentance

* Pentecost 2:1-41
- effective speech by Peter
+ “cut to the heart” 2:37

* repent, be baptised, forgiveness, Holy Spirit as “gift”,
community 2:38-39




Bringing sin to light and enabling repentance

+ Pentecost 2:1-41
- Ananias and Sapphira 5:1-11
- attempting to deceive the Holy Spirit 5:3
- testing the Spirit of the Lord 5:9; cf. Luke 4:1-14




Bringing sin to light and enabling repentance

* Pentecost 2:1-41

- Ananias and Sapphira 5:1-11

» Simon the magician 8:14-24
* inadequate understanding 8:14-19
+ the Holy Spirit as “the gift of God” 8:20
-+ Simon’s heart exposed 8:21

- offer of repentance 8:22




Bringing sin to light and enabling repentance

* Pentecost 2:1-41

- Ananias and Sapphira 5:1-11
» Simon the magician 8:14-24
* Elymas/Bar-Jesus 13:8-11

* Holy Spirit fills Paul before he speaks to identify sin
and invite repentance |13:9-1 1




Bringing sin to light and enabling repentance

* Pentecost 2:1-41

- Ananias and Sapphira 5:1-11
» Simon the magician 8:14-24
* Elymas/Bar-Jesus 13:8-11

- taking conviction and confession of sin seriously




Shaping desires in a godly direction
- “great fear” 5:11, echoing 5:5;2:43

* compare “‘great grace” 4:33
« community life 4:42-47

- programmatic quotation of Joel 2:28-32 [LXX 3:1-5]
- Barnabas 4:36-37

- contrast with Ananias and Sapphira

» “full of the Holy Spirit and faith” | 1:24

- attitudes to our money and possessions




Forming a godly interdependent community

- Anton (Tony) Deik, ITepl oixatoatvng

- contrast of Acts with wealth ethics of Greek
Deuteronomy and Graeco-Roman philosophers

* Greek Deuteronomy

- “for there was no-one in need (¢vdeng) among
them’ Acts 4:34

- “there shall not be a needy (évoens) person among
you” Deut |5:4 LXX

» “they brought the price of what had been sold and
placed it at the apostles’ feet” Acts 4:34-35, 37




Forming a godly interdependent community

- Anton (Tony) Deik, ITepl oixatoatvng

- contrast of Acts with wealth ethics of Greek
Deuteronomy and Graeco-Roman philosophers

* Greek Deuteronomy
* Graeco-Roman philosophers
 only among elites
- justice is according to merit and nature

+ “they [the proceeds of sale] were distributed to
each one as anyone had need” Acts 4:35




Forming a godly interdependent community

 Anton (Tony) Deik,“On justice”
+ Acts 9:3| “[the assembly] was growing”
* “being built up”

- “walking...in the encouragement given by the Holy
Spirit.”




Forming a godly interdependent community

 Anton (Tony) Deik,“On justice”
+ Acts 9:3| “[the assembly] was growing”
- departing from Pisidian Antioch

» “[the disciples] continued being filled with joy and the
Holy Spirit” Acts 13:52




Forming a godly interdependent community

 Anton (Tony) Deik,“On justice”
+ Acts 9:3| “[the assembly] was growing”
- departing from Pisidian Antioch

- contrast with stubborn individualism today




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God
- the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |
- universal gift of the Spirit 2:17-19
- “all those far away” 2:39




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God

- the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |
» Philip in Samaria and meeting the Ethiopian eunuch

- “signs” 8:6

* joy 8:8 cf.5:16
ne Spirit had not yet fallen! 8:16
ne Spirit legitimises the Samaritan believers

ne Spirit prompts Philip 8:29

ne Spirit snatches Philip away 8:39-40
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 the eunuch wants to understand 8:30-34
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ne eunuch’s joy




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God

« the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |

» Philip in Samaria and meeting the Ethiopian eunuch

* Peter and Cornelius 10:1-11:18

* the Spirit speaks to Peter 10:19

* “the Spirit said to him” echoes 8:29
—Dboth going to outsiders

- the Spirit takes the reins 10:44-46
* Peter asks, and water baptism follows 10:47-48




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God

« the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |

» Philip in Samaria and meeting the Ethiopian eunuch

» Syrian Antioch |

* Peter and Cornelius 10:1-11:18

:28-30

- the Spirit speaks through Agabus | |:28
* the community responds with aid |1:29-30




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God

« the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |

» Philip in Samaria and meeting the Ethiopian eunuch

* Peter and Cornelius 10:1-11:18
* Syrian Antioch | 1:28-30

* the Jerusalem gathering |5:1-29
+ God gave gentiles the Spirit vv 8-9

- the Spirit stands behind the ruling v 28
“For the Holy Spirit and we decided”




Breaking down barriers
to form an international people of God
» the nations at Pentecost 2:9-1 |
» Philip in Samaria and meeting the Ethiopian eunuch
* Peter and Cornelius 10:1-11:18
* Syrian Antioch | 1:28-30
* the Jerusalem gathering |5:1-29

* how can the unity which the Spirit creates across ethnic
barriers be seen!?




Enabling and empowering ministries
which shape God’s people

- teaching and bold speaking
sl 3|
* Peter filled with the Spirit before the Sanhedrin 4:8-12
» the Holy Spirit co-testifies 5:32
- Stephen is persuasive by the Spirit 6:10

- Stephen is filled with the Spirit and sees God’s glory
and Jesus at God’s right side 7:55—the Spirit and
suffering 7:59-60

- Saul of Tarsus filled with the Spirit 9:17-19
* bold and effective speech 9:20-22, 28-29

- the danger of managerialism




(Re)directing God’s people in God’s direction

Negative direction 16:6-10

+ “[Luke’s] story has only one aim, which is to show
how divine intervention on three occasions had
caused the important re-direction of the mission
toward Macedonia.” (Martin Dibelius)

* Positive direction
- Philip to the eunuch 8:29
Barnabas and Saul begin to travel |3:1-4

* Paul’s journey to Jerusalem? 19:21 with 21:4, 10-11
* “bound...in the Spirit” 20:22




(Re)directing God’s people in God’s direction

Negative direction 16:6-10
* Positive direction
- Being “led by the Spirit”
» the kind of people we are
- sometimes our location
- “standing orders” in the Spirit-inspired Scriptures

- always listening, always asking:
“your kingdom come, your will be done”




Speaking and interpreting Scripture

» the Spirit as co-author of Scripture
- the Spirit continues to speak through Scripture

* “you spoke by the mouth of our ancestor David, your

servant, through the Holy Spirit” 4:25—interpreting
Ps 2

* Judas’ apostasy |:16-17
* Peter interprets LXX Pss 66:86; 108:8 in 1:20

» “the Holy Spirit announced beforehand through the
mouth of David” |:16




Speaking and interpreting Scripture

» the Spirit as co-author of Scripture
* the Spirit continues to speak through Scripture
* Pentecost
+ “God says (Aeyel)” 2:17
« LXX Pss 15:8-1la (Acts 2:25-31); 109:1 (vv 34-35)

+ Closing of Acts 28:26-27

» “the Holy Spirit spoke through Isaiah the prophet
to your ancestors” vv 25-26




Speaking and interpreting Scripture

» the Spirit as co-author of Scripture
- the Spirit continues to speak through Scripture
* reading Scripture in light of its dual authorship

* “First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by
human will, but men and women moved by the Holy
Spirit spoke from God.” 2 Peter 1:20-21|

- continuing prayer and dependence on the Spirit as we
read and interpret

* “We are reading in the presence of the author.”
(Stuart Browning)




Conclusion

- Who’s in control?

« contrast others in the ancient world who seek
control over gods and spirits

- “walk in [keep in step with] the Spirit” Galatians 5:25




You can get these slides from:
Acts and More




