FORGE CONFERENCE 21 July 2026

BEGINNINGS
Acts |-2

Steve Walton
Trinity College, Bristol



http://stevewalton.info

Where we're going

* Jesus’ ascension |:1-14
* Waiting |:15-26
 Pentecost: the event 2:1-13

* Pentecost: the explanation 2:14-36

* Pentecost: the response 2:37-47




Jesus’ ascension to heaven
1:1-14



ASCENSION DEF\C\T L
D\soRDER




What happened!?

* close of 40 days of resurrection appearances |:3
* visual language 1:9-11

* ‘before their very eyes’

* ‘their sight’

* ‘looking intently’

* ‘suddenly’ =‘see!’

* ‘looking into the sky’

* an event in space-time history




What does it mean?

* Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33




'In my vision at night | looked, and there before me
was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of
heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was
led into his presence. He was given authority, glory
and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every
language worshipped him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

Daniel 7:13-14
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What does it mean?

* Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33
* the ascension is Jesus’ coronation

* he acts with power from heaven
e Saul of Tarsus 9:5, 8
* Aeneas 9:34

* we can approach Jesus with confidence 9:14, 21




What does it mean?

* Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33
* the ascension is Jesus’ coronation

* Jesus’ return is guaranteed
* he will return in the same way |:1|

* ‘Heaven must receive [Jesus] until the time comes
for God to restore all things’ 3:21

e we can look forward to his return with confidence




What does it mean?

* Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33
* the ascension is Jesus’ coronation

* Jesus’ return is guaranteed

* Jesus’ ascension enables the Spirit’s coming
* twofold promise 1:5,8
* the disciples called to wait |:4-5
* they wait |:14
* fulfilled at Pentecost 2:33

* we can pray for the Spirit’s power with confidence




What does it mean?

Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33
* the ascension is Jesus’ coronation
Jesus’ return is guaranteed

Jesus’ ascension enables the Spirit’s coming

Jesus welcomes believers home
* Stephen 7:55-56,59-60—echoes Dan 7:13-14

* Jesus standing to welcome Stephen




‘Please ask people not to pray for total
healing as | really am looking forward to
heaven.Ask for prayer for grace for the
rough journey that daily will be ahead.
George Verwer




‘All death can do to Christians is to make

their lives infinitely better’
Tim Keller




What does it mean?

Jesus is now at the Father’s right side 2:33
* the ascension is Jesus’ coronation
Jesus’ return is guaranteed

Jesus’ ascension enables the Spirit’s coming

Jesus welcomes believers home
* Stephen 7:55-56,59-60—echoes Dan 7:13-14
* Jesus standing to welcome Stephen

 we can face death with confidence




Waiting
1:14-26



While waiting

* seek God and submit to his purposes |:13-15
* praying and waiting |:14
* persistently |:14
* unitedly I:13, 14,15
* contrast Gethsemane Luke 22:40, 45-46




While waiting

seek God and submit to his purposes |:13-15

seek God to replace Judas 1:24-26

recognising God knows people v 24
asking God’s guidance v 24

* ‘chosen’ as in Luke 6:13 (note 6:12)
casting lots v 26

* ‘The lot is cast into the lap, but the decision is
the Lord’s alone. Proverbs [6:33

using our waiting times to seek God




While waiting

* seek God and submit to his purposes |:13-15
* seek God to replace Judas 1:24-26
* listen to Scripture to interpret their lives

* co-authorship of Scripture |:16

* Scripture speaks today 1:16
* ‘the Holy Spirit...foretold concerning Judas’

* Psalms 69:25; 109:8 quoted in |:20

* seek God as we read Scripture: we are reading in
the author’s presence




Pentecost: the event
2:1-13



When the Spirit comes

* it's God who is in charge

2:2 ‘suddenly’—God’s decision when this happens
‘from heaven’ v 2—notice |:10-11

firev 3

* fire on Mount Sinai Exodus 19:18

* John’s promise that Jesus will baptise ‘with the
Spirit and fire’ Luke 3:16

being filled with the Holy Spirit v 4

we give up control and submit to God




When the Spirit comes

* it's God who is in charge
* people receive power
* contrast a few weeks earlier Luke 22:33, 54-62
* the men’s scepticism Luke 24:] |
* Peter’s puzzlement Luke 24:12

 look at Peter now 2:14-39




When the Spirit comes

* it's God who is in charge
* people receive power
* the Spirit comes to equip and enable people
* access to God
* forgiveness for sin
* knowing God’s will

* being transformed




When the Spirit comes

* it's God who is in charge
* people receive power
* the Spirit comes to equip and enable people
* depending on the Spirit will make us
* humble
* gracious

e faithful

* stay under the shower!




Pentecost: the explanation
Acts 2:17-36



Scripture promises the Spirit

* Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32 in 2:17-21
* universal gift of the Spirit to God’s people
* contrast OT
* Saul dancing and prophesying | Sam 10; |9

* the seventy elders Num | 1:25-26;
Moses’ hope | |:29

e women and men 2:17, |8
* old and young 2:17

* being open to the Spirit working through others




So what does this mean?

vv 22-32 vv 33-36
Jesus ¢ life and ministry v 22 * exalted v 33a
* death v 23 * God gave Jesus the
* resurrection v 24 Spirit v 33b
* Jesus pours out the
Spirit v 33c

Psalms <« Ps 16:8-11 (v 25-28) * Ps [10:1 (vv 34-35)
* explanation vv 29-3|

Jesus + call » v 32 Jesus raised by God ¢ v 36 Jesus is Lord and
for * eyewitness testimony Messiah (Christ)
response




Jesus is alive!

* what Jesus did v 22
* what ‘you’ did v 23
* what God did v 24
* Psalm 16:8-11 vv 25-28

* David is speaking... v 25

* ...but it can’t be about David! v 29
* God promised David the Messiah v 30

* because God raised Jesus, Jesus is the Messiah
vv 31-32




Jesus is alive!

* who Jesus is now v 33
* exalted to God’s right side
* given the Spirit by the Father
* pouring out the Spirit
* Psalm |10:] in vv 34-35
* ‘the Lord’ = God
* who is ‘my Lord"!
* it’s Jesus, at God’s right side

* Jesus is Lord and Messiah v 36




Pentecost: the response
Acts 2:37-47



How to respond

* 2:38-29 programmatic response
* repentance
* water baptism
* forgiveness of sins
* the gift of the Holy Spirit

* community




How to respond

* 2:38-29 programmatic response
* 2:42-47 live in community
* apostolic teaching v 42; note 6:2,4
* including ‘wonders and signs’ v 43
* fellowship vv 44-45
* sharing possessions
* breaking of bread v 46
* in homes and in the temple

* prayers vv 46,47




You can get these slides from:
Acts and More




