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Where we're |

6 May OT prophecy

|3 May OoT naf

20 May Gosy

27 May Lett

3 June Revelation [

10 June Psal




History and narr:

| | do not want you to be unaware, broth
that our ancestors were all under the clot
through the sea, 2 and all were baptized ir
cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the sam
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. Fc
from the spiritual rock that followed the
was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not
most of them, and they were struck down
wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred
us, so that we might not desire evil as the:



History and narr:

7 Do not become idolaters as some of the
written, The people sat down to eat and ¢
rose up to play. 8 We must not indulge in
as some of them did, and twenty-three thc
single day. 9 We must not put Christ to the
them did, and were destroyed by serpents
complain as some of them did, and were d
destroyer. | | These things happened to th:
example, and they were written down to i
whom the ends of the ages have come.
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Telling stories is about i

5 A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he
into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in r
there he became a great nation, mighty and s
6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and
imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the
God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our
our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand a
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display o
with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us
and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk
10 So now | bring the first of the fruit of the
you, O LORD, have given me. ]

Deutel



Telling stories is abou

+ Israel’s identity as God’s chosen and r
Deuteronomy 26:5-10 '

+ Scripture tells stories for the benefit
hearers '

- to show readers who they are in r'

+ ‘Look to the rock from which yc
to the quarry from which you w
Abraham your father and to Sar:

you..." Isaiah 51:1-2




Telling stories is about
- Israel’s identity as God’s chosen and r%
Deuteronomy 26:5-10

- Scripture tell stories for the benefit of
hearers

- to show readers who they are in rel

* to show readers who they are in rfﬁ
other and the world




Telling stories is aboL
Israel’s identity as God’s chosen and
Deuteronomy 26:5-10 ':

+ Scripture tell stories for the benefit
hearers ‘

+ to show readers who they are in r

- to show readers who they are in
other and the world "

« to show readers how to live




‘If you turn aside from following me, you
children, and do not keep my commandme
statutes that | have set before you, but go .
other gods and worship them, then | will
from the land that | have given them;and t
| have consecrated for my name | will cas
sight; and Israel will become a proverb and
among all peoples.This house will become
ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonl:
hiss; and they will say,““VWhy has the Lord ¢
thing to this land and to this house?” Then
“Because they have forsaken the Lord thei
brought their ancestors out of the land of
embraced other gods, worshiping them an
them; therefore the Lord has brought this
them.”




Telling stories involv

» which story?

« which events?

- which characters?

+ which bits of the story to focus

- point of view




https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ bwd:
Guardian-skinhead-ad.mp4? -

rlkey=jphs6o6ca48gxdzioc6t9sf2c&d
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Telling stories involve
* which story? "

« which events!?

- which characters?

+ which bits of the story to focus on
» point of view

* look for God’s point of view—usuié
narrator’s point of view in Scriptu

* look for other points of view—oft
through characters’ words "

- plot: the overall storyline

+ situation = complication — resoll
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https://bibleproject.com/videos/plot-biblical-narrative/

Cyclical history in Judges

- unfaithfulness to God 2:11-12a

+ ‘Then the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of
the LORD and worshipped the Baals; and they
abandoned the LORD, the God of their ancestors,
who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; they
followed other gods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were all around them, and bowed down
to them.




Cyclical history in Judges

- unfaithfulness to God 2:11-12a
* God hands the people over to their enemies 2:12b-15

- ‘and they provoked the LORD to anger. They
abandoned the LORD, and worshipped Baal and the
Astartes. So the anger of the LORD was kindled
against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers
who plundered them, and he sold them into the
power of their enemies all around, so that they could
no longer withstand their enemies.VWhenever they
marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them
to bring misfortune, as the LORD had warned them
and sworn to them;and they were in great distress.




Cyclical history in Judges

« unfaithfulness to God 2:11-12a

* God hands the people over to their enemies 2:12b-15

* God raises up deliverers (judges) as the people call on

him 2:16, |8

‘-

"hen the LORD raised up judges, who delivered
them out of the power of those who plundered
them...the LORD relented because of their groaning
under those who oppressedand afflicted them’




Cyclical history in Judges

- unfaithfulness to God 2:11-12a

* God hands the people over to their enemies 2:12b-15
* God raises up deliverers (judges) 2:16

- after the judge dies, the people go back to their old ways
2:19-21

» ‘But whenever the judge died, they would relapse and
behave worse than their ancestors, following other gods,
worshiping them and bowing down to them. They would not
drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. So the
anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel; and he said,
“Because this people have transgressed my covenant that |
commanded their ancestors, and have not obeyed my voice, |
will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that
Joshua left when he died.”




The time of Othniel Ju

« unfaithfulness to God 3:7

* the Lord hands them over to Cusha
- the people cry out to the Lord 3:9a f

+ God raises up and empowers Othnie
3:9b-10a '

» Othniel leads the people to defeat C
army 3:10b '

» the land has peace 3:1 |

+ the Israelites go back to their old way




Repetition
* Judges |

- of the cycle of events

* ‘In those days Israel had no king:é
saw fit’ 17:6;21:25 (and ‘no king’:

+ Kings :
+ ‘X did what was evil in the sight ¢

| Kings |1:6; 15:26;21:25;22:52;

2 Kings 3:2;8:18; 13:11; 14:24; |5




Reading OT Na'

look for tension in a story and its r

- don’t stop reading too quickly!

look for what God is doing

don’t allegorise

don’t over-systematise




2 Kings 18—1°

Who are the characters and what -
with each other?

What are the scenes?
Are there any crucial bits of dialogue?

What is the plot? Is there a conflict
which the narrative resolves? If so, ho,

Are there any important repetitions o
ideas? If so, what do they suggest abo_
the story!?
Where is God in the story? How doe
show readers what God is doing here



T A Gordon Fee & Douglas
How to Read the Bible for

How to Read Worth (4th edition) '
Zondervan, 2014 ;
Chapter 5 “The Old Test:

for All Its Worth Narratives: Their Proper

“A practical approach
to Bible study in an
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Next time:
Reading the Gospels
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