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Thesis

The key ‘leader’ in Acts is God,
known in Jesus
and by the Spirit




Argument

e God is the driver of the narrative of Acts

e the role of the twelve is to be withesses to
God-in-Jesus, particularly in proclamation and
prayer

e decisions are made in seeking divine wisdom
in prayer and in consulting the Spirit-filled
community

e Paul’s speech to the Ephesians elders offers a
model of Jesus-community oversight




Divine leadership

* ‘what Jesus began (Yp&ato) to do and teach’
||

 ‘you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you, and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth’ |:8

e the Spirit comes at Pentecost 2:4

o ¢mi maoav oapxa ‘on all flesh’ 2:17




God as the driver of the narrative

e Peter and John 4:19-20; 5:29
e divine enabling 4:29-3 |

e an angel frees the apostles from prison
5:19-21a

e the Spirit empowers Stephen 6:8-10; 7:55-56




God as the driver of the narrative

e Saul meets Jesus 9:3-6

e the role of Ananias 9:13-14, |7-18

e Saul’'s commission 9:15

e Saul shows Jesus to be the Messiah 9:22
e Peter meets Cornelius 10—1 |

o dpa xal Toig E0veay 0 Oeog TV weTavolay eig
(wnyv £0wxev ‘then even to the gentiles

God has given the repentance that leads
to life’ (11:18).




God as the driver of the narrative

e the Jerusalem meeting
e Peter’s speech 15:8-9
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God as the driver of the narrative

e the Jerusalem meeting
e Peter’s speech 15:8-9
e do not resist God |5:10

e Barnabas and Paul testify to what God has
done 15:12




God as the driver of the narrative

e the Jerusalem meeting
e Peter’s speech 15:8-9

e Barnabas and Paul testify to what God has
done 15:12

e Jlames
* God has visited the gentiles 15:16-18
* the gentiles have turned to God 15:19




God as the driver of the narrative

e the Jerusalem meeting
* what God has done 15:3, echoing 14:27
e Peter’s speech |5:8-9

e Barnabas and Paul testify to what God has
done 15:12

e Jlames

e ‘the Holy Spirit and we decided’ 15:28




God as the driver of the narrative

e the Spirit closes doors
e to Asia 16:6
e to Bithynia 16:7

e Paul’s night vision of the man of Macedonia
16:9-10




The role of the twelve

e twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
Luke 22:30

e Luke Johnson: possessions as symbolic of
authority

e placing money at the apostles’ feet
4:35, 37; 5:2

e But

e ¢¢ouaia not applied to humans




‘ ‘ * The Father sets times v 77 idia é5ouaia
‘by his own authority’ |:7

» Simon the magician seeks é¢oucia 8:19

* but Peter and John pray and the
Spirit olooTat ‘is given’ 8:15, 18

* the Spirit is TV owpeav Tol Oeol ‘the
ift of God’ 8:20




The role of the twelve

e twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
Luke 22:30

e Luke Johnson: possessions as symbolic of
authority

e But
e ¢fouaia not applied to humans

e ovvauls is reserved for God, Jesus and the
Spirit




‘ ‘ * the Spirit brings power 1:8
* Jesus did deeds of power 2:22; 10:38

* the man at the Beautiful Gate was not
healed idi¢ duvauel ‘by our own power’

3:12
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The twelve: teaching and prayer

e the replacement for Judas [:21-22
 ‘the apostles’ teaching’ 2:42

e providing for the hellenistic widows 6:2, 4




Processes of appointment

e the seven
* the twelve call the group together 6:2, 4
e criteria: full of the Spirit and wisdom 6:3
e the group approves 6:5a
e the group chooses 6:5b

e the group commissions: émelnxav avTolS
Tag yelpas ‘they placed hands upon them?’
6:6




Processes of appointment

* the universal gift of the Spirit; cf. Num | 1:29

* no sign of ‘apostolic succession’




Decision-making: corporate not individual

e Paul travels with co-workers

e Barnabas vouches for Saul and he is
welcomed 9:27, 29-20

e Barnabas brings Saul to Syrian Antioch
| 1:25-26; | 3:1-3

o TOTE VNOTEVTAVTES XLl TIPOTEVEAIUEVOL XLl
emilevTes Tag yeipag avtols ameélvoay |3:3

* ‘having been sent out by the Holy Spirit’
1 3:4




Decision-making: corporate not individual

e reflection required after Paul’s vision
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avTove 16:10

 things are not ‘plain sailing’ in Philippi

o ‘| will show him how much he must suffer
for my name’ 9:16




Decision making: summary

focus on God, with openness to God’s
purposes

the whole group contributes to discernment
searching the Scriptures
testimony to God’s action

not ‘very nearly the twitching of human
puppets’ (Ernst Haenchen)




Paul’s model of eldership 20:17-38

o mpeauTepol and émiaxomot 20:17, 38
e faithful fulfillment of responsibility
o mits vv 18,19,21,26,27,28, 32, 35
e gospel proclamation
e not edited vv 20 27, 31
e death of Jesus v 22

e future danger v 30




Paul’s model of eldership 20:17-38

o mpeauTepol and émiaxomot 20:17, 38
e faithful fulfillment of responsibility
o s vv 18, 19,21,26,27,28, 32, 35
e gospel proclamation
* imitation
e being alert vv 31,28

e watching out vv |9b-20, 28, 20-21,
26-27,28

e equipped by God vv 24, 32




Paul’s model of eldership 20:17-38

o mpea3uTepol and émioxomot 20:17, 38

e suffering
e Paul v 19b
e Paul’s future suffering v 23

e the elders’ suffering vv 29-30




Paul’s model of eldership 20:17-38

o TpeaBuTepol and émioxomot 20:17, 38

e wealth and work

* not coveting v 33

e providing for those in need v 35
e the death of Jesus v 28




Implications: good leadership

* is exercised in relationship with and
dependence upon God, known in Jesus and
by the Spirit

* is corporate rather than individual

* involves giving leadership away, rather than
holding on to power, in order for the
purposes of God to be achieved




You can get these slides at:

Acts and More

http://stevewalton.info

steve.walton@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk



http://stevewalton.info
mailto:steve.walton@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk

