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Acts and the Eyewitnesses!

* The place of eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The role of eyewitness testimony concerning
the Jesus stories according to Acts

* The role of eyewitness testimony concerning
the stories in Acts




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The importance of testimony
* |:8 ‘my (nov) witnesses’

» widespread use of paptug,
uaptuple and pLapTupLov,
uapTUpEW and LapTupouaLL
29% in Acts

* Luke providing written apostolic testimony




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The importance of testimony
e ‘withess’ as technical term

* the twelve
* Stephen 22:20

e Paul 13:30;22:15;26:16

* ‘they’ Luke 24:36, 44
‘the eleven and those with them’ 24:33

* ‘those who had come together’ Acts |:6




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

e Three dimensions of witnhess

* Jesus’ ministry, death, resurrection and
exaltation |:21-22;2:22-24; 10:36-42

* Jesus’ holy and righteous character which

produced healings and other powerful
deeds 3:14; 10:38

* Jesus’ present status as Lord, which calls

people to repent and trust in him 2:38;
3:22-23; 10:43; Luke 24:46-47




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The place of the eleven/twelve
* replacing Judas |:12-26
e divine 0¢gl v 21
* person specification vv 21-22
* ‘a witness of his resurrection’ v 22

e restoration of Israel cf. Luke 22:28-30




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The place of the eleven/twelve
* replacing Judas |:12-26
* ‘the apostles’ teaching’ 2:42
* the widows 6:1-7
* T7j Olaxovia ToU Adyou v 4

* Olaxovelv Tpamelaig v 2




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* The place of the eleven/twelve
* Peter speaking to Cornelius’ household
* Peter is among the witnesses vv 39, 41
e GpEauevos amd THs [aAidaiag petd 0
BamTioua 6 éxnpugey Twdvvng v 37

o Gpéauevos amd Tol Pamtiouatos Twavvou
|:22




Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* Named individuals, not anonymous
communities

e Luke’s method Luke |:1-4




Inasmuch as many have undertaken the task of
compiling an account of the matters which have come

to fruition in our midst,
just as the tradition was handed down

to us by the original eyewitnesses
and servants of the word,

| too decided, having followed everything
carefully and thoroughly,

to write it all up for you in an orderly
fashion, most excellent Theophilus,

so that you may have assured knowledge about
the things in which you have been instructed.
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Eyewitness testimony in Acts

* Named individuals, not anonymous
communities

* Luke’s method Luke 1:1-4
* Implications for the Gospels

* named eyewitnesses




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Named individuals as sources of stories
* Philip the evangelist 8:4-40
* ‘we’ visit Philip and his daughters 21:8-9
* XQTA TOUG AUTOUS... YEVOUEVOS ‘being with

them’ (sc. Philip’s daughters) gained
information V0 TQV ToU PIAITTTTOU

Quyatepwy ‘from the daughters of Philip’
Eusebius, H.E. 3.39.9

* living in Hierapolis H.E. 3.31.3-5; 3.39.8-9




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Named individuals as sources of stories
* Philip the evangelist 8:4-40
* Rhoda the matdioxn 12:13
* doorkeeper v |3
* recognises Peter’s voice v 14
*a believer vv 13, 14
* only one who knows the whole story

* hears Peter’s account vv |7a, 6-1




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Named individuals as sources of stories

* Philip the evangelist 8:4-40

* Rhoda the matoloxyn 12:13

* Jason of Thessalonica
* 17:5 mob attacks his house
* 17:7 hosted Paul and Silas
o« Tacwy o “Inool
* convert during synagogue ministry? vv |-4

* Paul and Silas not at Jason’s house v 6




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Named individuals as sources of stories

* ‘we’ 16:10-17;20:5-15;21:1-18;27:1-28:16

* 6-7 months from |0-12 years in Acts 1628

* begin and end abruptly 16:17;21:18;28:16

* detailed stories: e.g. Philippi

* hapax legomena
* 21 in ‘we’ and Acts, but not elsewhere in NT
* |7 only in ‘we’ and Luke’s Gospel

* 28 predominantly in ‘we’ and rarely in rest of NT




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Named individuals as sources of stories
e ‘we’ 16:10-17;20:5-15:21:1-18;27:1-28:16

* most naturally seen as claim to
participation—DBarrett, Ehrman

* Haenchen: using a source to signal
eyewitness testimony

* cf. first-person narrative in Ezra-Nehemiah




The ‘we’ narrative of the Acts of the Apostles
contains nothing that ancient readers would
not have considered completely realistic. They
could only see it as an account of the author’s
real experiences. If the author had not taken
part in the journeys described in the ‘we’
form, his accounts of them would have been
lies—even according to ancient
understanding.

C.-).Thornton, Der Zeuge des Zeugen: Lukas als
Historiker der Paulusreisen, |41 [my translation]




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

 Evidence from the letters

e TATW TOIG TIOTEVOUTLY €V TH Maxedovia xal
eV TH Ayala...v TaVTl TOTW ¥ TIOTIS VULV
7 Tpog TOV Bedv E¢eAnAubey | Thess |:7-8

e ad’ Vuiv 1:8

* [:9-10

o uiuntal of the Judaean believers 2:14-15
*2Thess |:4




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

e Evidence from the letters

* the Corinthians as a letter of
recommendation 2 Cor 3:1-3

* ‘to the assembly of God which is in
Corinth together with all the holy ones
who are in the whole of Achaia’ |:|

* Paul’s encouragement at Titus’ news 7:4-13

* the example of the Macedonian assemblies
2 Cor 8:1-6




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

e Evidence from the letters

* 9 TOTIS VUGV xaTayYEAAETAL €V OAW TG *0oUw Rom
|:8 cf.Rom |6

«’Emadpd 10U ayamntol cuvdolAov Nukv, 66...0 xal
onAwaag NV TV D&Y ayamny év mvevpatt Col
|:7-8

e Ta xat’ eue mavta yvwpioet Vv Tuyixos 0 ayamyTog
pJ \ \ \ 4 \ /4 J /4
a0eADOS xal TITTOS OLAX0VOS Xl TUVOOUAOS €V xUPlw,
ov emepa Tpog LA eis avTo TodTo, (v YVETE TQ
Tepl NGV xal Tapaxadeay Tag xapolag VUV, ..auy
‘Ovneoipw...mavte Uiy yvwploovaty T woe. Col 4:7-9




In the Pauline churches, there was preaching
about the missionary experiences of the
apostles and about the establishment of
churches; and the spiritual triumphs of the
various churches were used for paracletic and

parenetic purposes.

W.Ward Gasque, ‘Did Luke Have Access to
Traditions about the Apostles and the Early
Church?’, 48




*Quit worrying about corroborating your sources—it's not
as if anyone'’s going to take all this literally.”




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

» Can we trust eyewitness testimony!?
* Rainer Riesner, drawing on Ruth Finnegan
* divinely inspired teacher
* oral text in fixed form, e.g. poetry

* group trained to pass it on




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Can we trust eyewitness testimony!

* Rainer Riesner, drawing on Ruth Finnegan
* Jesus spoke ‘the word of the Lord’
* Jesus’ self-presentation as Messiah

* Jesus as a teacher of wisdom

* Jesus told the twelve to ‘learn’ and transmit teachings
* terminology of tradition in Paul
* memorisation common in first-century Judaism

* Jewish and Graeco-Roman teachers gathered
students to perpetuate their teaching




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

» Can we trust eyewitness testimony!?
* Bauckham on recollective memory
* unique, unusual or unexpected events
* salience for rememberer
* emotional involvement of rememberer

* vivid imagery




Using Bauckham’s ideas in Acts

* Can we trust eyewitness testimony?
* Bauckham on recollective memory
* irrelevant details
* participant’s perspective!

 absence of dating information, but
recollection of time of day

* frequent re-telling




Conclusion




Thank you!

My slides are available at
Acts and More
http://stevewalton.info




