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THE BOOK OF ACTS 

The HOLY SPIRIT in ACTS 

Consider the work of the Spirit in Acts 

• key references (Accordance chart of distribution of ‘spirit’) 

• noticeable gaps 

• Max Turner’s summary (Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts, 43-44): the Spirit gives 

• visions and dreams which reveal God’s mind and will 2:17; 7:55-56 (plus 9:10-18; 10:10-20; 
16:9-10; 18:9-10; 22:17-18, 21; 23:11) 

• words, instructions and guidance from God 1:2; 8:29; 10:19; 11: 12, 28; 13:2, 4; 15:28; 
16:6-7; 19:21; 20:22-23; 21:4, 11 (also with reference to the OT in 1:16; 4:25; 7:51; 28:25) 

• charismatic wisdom or discernment from God 5:3; 6:3, 5, 10; 9:31; 13:9; 16:18 (cf. Luke 
21:25) 

• ‘charismatic’ praise produced by God entering the people who give it 2:4; 10:46; 19:6 

• charismatic preaching, testimony and teaching e.g. 1:4, 8; 4:8, 31; 5:32; 6:10; 9:17, 31; 13:52 

• add: link of Spirit and suffering—Spirit imitates the suffering of Jesus in people 

• Peter and John 5:32, 40-41 

• Stephen 7:55, 58-60 

• Saul/Paul 9:16-17; 20:22-24 

Three main models of the Spirit’s work in Acts 

• sacramental—scholarly critique in Lampe, Beasley-Murray 

• pentecostal—scholarly expression in Menzies 

• mainstream evangelical—scholarly expression in Dunn 

In first-century Judaism 
• agreement among scholars that the Spirit is understood as ‘the Spirit of prophecy’ 

• the Spirit as the organ of communication between God and humans, bringing four 
prototypical gifts (in order of frequency): 

• charismatic revelation and guidance (Turner, Holy Spirit, 7-8 for examples) 

• charismatic wisdom (Turner, Holy Spirit, 8-10 for examples) 

• invasively inspired prophetic speech (Turner, Holy Spirit, 10 for examples) 

• invasively inspired charismatic praise or worship; cf. Acts 10:46; 19:6  (Turner, Holy 
Spirit, 11 for examples) 
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• dispute over whether the Spirit of prophecy was understood within Judaism as the source of acts of 
power or ethical renewal 

• Turner, Power ch 4 shows that Judaism did attribute deeds of power to the Spirit of 
prophecy, and fairly regularly 

• Turner, Power, ch 5 shows that the idea that the Spirit is a ‘second blessing’ for those 
already in the community of salvation is mistaken—key examples at Qumran 

• the Spirit and the Messiah 

• expectation that the Messiah, modelled on the Davidic figure in Isa 11, will be empowered 
by the Spirit of wisdom, knowledge and power, e.g. TgIsa 11:1-2: 
‘And a king shall come forth from the sons of Jesse, and the Messiah shall be exalted from the 
sons of his sons. [2] And upon him shall rest the spirit of prophecy, a spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, a spirit of counsel and might, a spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD’ 
[italicised material is what the targumist has added to the Hebrew text] 

Pentecost (Acts 2:1-42) 

• preparation 1:5, 8 

• the event 

• Pentecost as the festival of first fruits = Jewish harvest festival 
Exod 23:16a; 34:22a; Lev 23:15-21; Num 28:26-31; Deut 16:9-12 

• feast of giving of the law in later Judaism 

• the symbols of the Spirit’s presence from OT vv 2-3 

• wind cf. Ezek 37:9-14; cf. John 3:8 

• fire cf. Exod 3:2-6 (burning bush) 

• the other languages v 4 

• what is happening? 

• (1) the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise 1:5 

• baptise in/by Holy Spirit Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Matt 3:11; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16; 
1 Cor 12:13 

• (2) the beginning of a new era 

• three biblical (OT) images  

• Spirit given to particular people for particular tasks at particular times, 
e.g. Samson, Judg 14:19 

• giving of the law—Pentecost a festival of this Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:26-27 
• tower of Babel—Gen 11; cf. 1:8; 2:5, 39 (cf. Gen 12:3) 
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• this new era begins because of the death and resurrection of Jesus vv 22-36 

• this new era’s blessings are available now vv 37-41 

• this new era’s blessings include the restoration of Israel vv 42-47; cf. Deut 15:4 
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